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Guide to New Mexico

Many people know New Mexico only for 
Albuquerque’s annual hot air balloon fiesta 
or Santa Fe’s Indian Market. But the truth 

is, whether you’re a local, or a frequent or one-time 
visitor, there is something to enjoy every month of the 
year in the Land of Enchantment. Here are some must-
do activities for your New Mexico bucket list.

January: Ski Santa Fe
Located sixteen miles from the heart of Santa Fe, Ski 
Santa Fe is a great place for novice and advanced skiers 
and snowboarders alike. However, if you’re seeking 
a less crowded, better-for-beginners spot, nothing 
beats Red River Ski Resort and the Pajarito Mountain 
Ski Area.

February: A Spa
If you are in Santa Fe this month, book a visit for you 
and your Valentine at one of these three romantic 
spas. Take in the scenic views and enjoy a soak. Treat 
yourselves to a massage or a facial as well.

 Located just outside the Santa Fe National Forest 
is the majestic Ten Thousand Waves, a Japanese-
bath-house-inspired resort. Go for a day or stay for 
several. With lodgings and Izanami restaurant located 
on the grounds, you can enjoy a fully immersive spa 
experience. 
 For centuries, the healing waters of Ojo Caliente 
Mineral Springs have been a Northern New Mexico 
destination for healing the body, mind and spirit. 
From the five distinct mineral pools — lithia, iron, 
soda, arsenic and kiva — to the inviting hammocks and 
beautiful cliffs surrounding the resort, this spa resort is 
pure magic. Book well ahead of time if you also want 
lodging.
 Soak in the therapeutic waters at Sunrise Springs 
Spa Resort: try one of their new repose pools, recently 
installed under towering cottonwoods. Like summer 
camp for adults, this spa resort is an adults-only 
destination that offers culinary, art and gardening 
classes, and yoga, among other activities. 

March: Valles Caldera National Preserve
Valles Caldera was created after a volcanic eruption 
1.25 million years ago. The 13-mile-wide crater is 
spectacular to behold and well worth the two-hour 
drive northwest from Santa Fe or the 2.5-hour drive 
north from Albuquerque.
 If you want to explore the area further, check out 
San Antonio Hot Springs. Not always easily found, they 
are hidden deep in the Santa Fe National Forest near 
Jemez Springs, just over an hour west of Los Alamos. 

April: Ghost Ranch 
and the Georgia O’Keeffe Home and Studio
If you’re eager to explore the land that inspired Georgia 
O’Keeffe, one of the most significant artists of the 
twentieth century, a springtime visit to Ghost Ranch 
is in the cards. Located in Abiquiú, Ghost Ranch is a 
21,000-acre education and retreat center that offers a 
variety of guided tours that include a movie tour, and 
archeology and paleontology tours. And, of course, 
you can tour O’Keeffe’s home and studio. Additionally, 
there are self-guided hiking options. On your way back 
to Santa Fe, stop in at Gabriel’s Restaurant for some of 
the best guacamole in New Mexico. Round out your 
experience by visiting the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in 
downtown Santa Fe. All things Georgia O’Keeffe in one 
beautiful spring day!

May: White Sands National Park
Be sure to make the four-hour drive south to the White 
Sands National Park and Carlsbad Caverns before the 
scorching summer heat arrives. (On the way to the 
Sands, stop by the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks, one 
of the steepest mountain ranges in the western U.S. 
and a well-worth-it detour.) White Sands’ pure white 
gypsum sand dunes harden slightly in morning dew, so 
visiting later in the day is preferable. Closer to sunset is 
ideal because by then the sand isn’t so hot. 
 If you are making a weekend of your trip 
south, detour through the Lincoln National Forest 
to Cloudcroft. This forty-mile drive will have you 
stopping every few minutes to take photos of the 
often-underrated natural beauty of Southern New 
Mexico.
 Located another two-and-a-half to three hours 
southwest is Carlsbad Caverns National Park. Take 
a ranger-guided tour or explore the spectacular 
limestone caverns at your own pace during the day. 
Starting Memorial Day weekend, the free Bat Flight 
Program takes place every evening at sunset at the 
Bat Flight Amphitheater, at the Natural Entrance to 
Carlsbad Cavern. Brazilian free-tailed bats fly out of 
the cavern to feed on insects. Since photography is not 
allowed, this is something you’ll have to see in person.
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June: Hiking Trails
There is no shortage of easy-to-reach hiking trails in 
Northern New Mexico, so as the days get longer and 
the temperature begins to rise, check out one or more 
of these hiking trails.
 Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument is 
located forty-five minutes from Santa Fe, near Cochiti 
Pueblo. Experience a walk through a canyon by hiking 
the unique and stunning Slot Canyon Trail, a moderate 
trek leading to a bird’s-eye view of the tent rocks. Tip: 
Get there early. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., but by 10:30 
the wait for a parking spot can be more than an hour.
 Also forty-five minutes outside of Santa Fe is the 
trail to Nambe Falls. While the hike itself is only half 
a mile, the only way to get to the waterfall is to wade 
through the ice-cold stream.
 If you’re interested in archeology, Bandelier 
National Monument is a must-do hike. The cave 
dwellings and petroglyphs are puzzle pieces of human 
history, proving humans lived in the area more than 
11,000 years ago. Loop through the 2.6-mile Alcove 
House Trail and climb the ladders up to the Alcove 
House.

July: Blue Hole
At 62º F, the brilliant blue, crystalline water in the 
81-foot deep Blue Hotel, one of New Mexico’s most 
popular swimming, diving and SCUBA destinations, is 
exhilaratingly cold. If you’re looking for a reprieve from 
the summer heat, take a refreshing, invigorating dip in 
this circular, bell-shaped artesian well. The Blue Hole 
is in Santa Rosa, between Albuquerque and Tucumcari, 
just off Route 66.

August: Sandia Peak Tramway
At 10,378 feet, Sandia Peak in the Cibola National Forest 
provides 11,000 square miles of New Mexico views. 
And the best way to get to the top of Sandia Peak is by 
riding the Sandia Peak Tramway, the longest tram ride 
in the United States. On a sweltering summer day, take 
the tram up the mountainside to escape the heat. The 
temperature steadily drops as you float upward.

September: Santa Fe National Forest
If you have to choose only one time of year to visit 
Santa Fe, make it autumn. The changing leaves and 
crisp breezes are nothing short of magic. And if 

you only have one autumn day to spend in Santa Fe, 
without a doubt spend it hiking through the Santa Fe 
National Forest. You may even encounter an artist or 
two painting en plein air along the Aspen Vista Trail.

October: Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta has been 
attracting tourists to New Mexico for decades, and for 
good reason. More than just colorful hot air balloons 
lifting off and filling the sky, it has become an all-out, 
can’t-be-missed event. With concerts, a light show, 
chainsaw carving, snacks and fireworks, this fiesta is a 
nine-day party.

November: Roswell UFO Museum
New Mexico is known to some simply for its alien 
sightings and crop circles. Learn all about “The Roswell 
Incident” at the one-and-only Roswell UFO Museum, 
located three hours southwest of Santa Fe. Five-dollar 
admission for adults and two-dollar admission for kids 
makes this a perfect family day trip. 

December: Canyon Road
The Canyon Road Farolito Walk on Christmas Eve 
is one of Santa Fe’s favorite traditions. Stroll along 
Canyon Road, which is made magical by the warm glow 
of thousands of farolitos (tea candles placed in paper 
bags weighted with sand). Enjoy the fragrant aroma 
of piñon bonfires and the sounds of street musicians. 
Some galleries and businesses along the iconic street 
remain open to accommodate last-minute shoppers.

New Mexico weather can be unpredictable, so don’t be 
afraid to mix and match activities. Sometimes a breezy 
October day lends itself to a hike or a stroll on Canyon 
Road, while a hot July afternoon can be perfect for a 
visit to the Roswell UFO Museum. No matter when 
you decide to visit, countless discoveries await you in 
the Land of Enchantment.  

Because of COVID-19, some venues and events may 
be temporarily unavailable.  
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Section Break: Yogi Leah Pinkus on Lake Heron with her pup, Ronnie. 
Guide to New Mexico photos in the order shown: p. 222: Ski Santa Fe, Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs, San Antonio Hot Springs

p. 223: Ghost Ranch, White Sands, Bandelier • p. 224: Blue Hole, Sandia Peak Tramway, Santa Fe National Forest
p. 225: Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta, UFO Museum, Ventana Fine Art.  
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